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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V & Carol Miller  

 

Greetings from Pennsylvania.  Yes, as we write this article we are visit-
ing family in PA.  Hopefully all is well back in Kalona at KMC.  Now 
for what’s happening. 

Christopher Troyer and Jody Olson were united in marriage on October 
12th in Iowa City.  The happy newlyweds were leaving the church to go 
to their reception when a fire truck pulled up to the front of the church.  
We soon learned that little Landry Schrock (10 months old) had 
reached out and unknowingly pulled a fire alarm.  What excitement!  
Congratulations to the happy couple and parents Gordon & Juanita 
Troyer. 

Troy Miller is engaged to a young lady from Haiti.  Ronnie & Fannie 
were in Haiti recently and did get to meet Vilna.  Now we know that 
Troy doesn’t spend all his time drilling water wells.  Congratulations! 

Ed & Carol Miller made a trip to Pennsylvania to visit family.  They 
saw a lot of beautiful trees along I-80, and two wonderful grandkids in 
Harleysville.  They also got to meet Tiffany, a 15 year old exchange 
student from Beijing, China that Chris & Ashley are hosting while Tif-
fany attends Christopher Dock Mennonite School. 

Dan and Julie Fisher recently traveled to Albania to visit their former 
IMS exchange student, Rudy Mucaj.  He is now a senior in high school 
and attends the Orthodox Church.  Rudy said he misses the 4-part aca-
pella singing at IMS and KMC.  The closest thing to singing in his 
church is “chanting”.  Rudy acted as an interpreter for his folks and 
Dan & Julie.  Dan did manage to learn one Albanian word, which was 
the word for “ice cream.”  After spending one week in Albania, they 
spent the last week in Macedonia along the Mediterranean Sea.  That is 
pretty neat that you got to go and visit Rudy! 

Well that’s it for this time.  It is harvest time and hunting season so 
“stay safe” everyone, Have a great November! 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 God is pretty amazing. 

 May God’s glory be unable to 

miss because of the obedience of 

His people.   

 Aliveness. This word has begun to 

hold a lot of meaning for how I 

want to live my faith.  

 Whatever your reading tastes are, 

you will find something to like in 

your own KMC library. 

Mustard Seed  



First off I just want to thank everyone for their prayers 
and financial support. It has been an enormous bless-
ing to know that I am able to go to the Philippines be-
cause I have an amazing church family. So far this 
year has been an awesome ride.  

My first semester of Souled Out International’s disci-
pleship program is a little bit over half way through. 
So far we have traveled to Brown County, southern 
Indiana, Holmes County, Ohio, Kentucky, Chicago, 
Illinois, and soon Alabama. During our travels we 
have taken many speaking opportunities and led many 
more worship sessions. We have spoken at many 
youth groups on Wednesday nights. A few of us attend 
a public school’s Christian club called Raider’s for 

Christ on Wednesday mornings. We have helped with 
a few conferences too.  

People keep asking me what I specifically do and there 
really is no clear answer to that. I do a little bit of eve-
rything to make sure we have everything in order and 
easy to manage. I also have the privilege of helping 
with Josh Ercoli and Eddie Leighton’s kids. They keep 
me on my toes.  

This past weekend we met up with another disciple-
ship program in Ohio called Off The Wall. We went 
down to Cleveland and were able to evangelize and 
led a few people to Christ which is an AWESOME 
experience. God is pretty amazing and works in won-
derful ways. Thank you so much for everything! 

Pastoral Search Committee 
Frank Yoder 

A Note From Larissa 
Larissa Wyse 

The following announcement was made to the congre-
gation on Sunday, September 14.  

The Pastoral Search Committee continues to welcome 
applications for the associate pastor position at Kalona 
Mennonite as we search for candidates whose gifts and 
skills match our needs.  As of now, we have not found 
that person and we ask for your prayer support as we 
move through this process. 

In consultation with the Board of Elders, we are mak-
ing two internal changes to the committee that we want 
you to know about.  Dave Koerner will be joining the 
committee as a representative from the Elders since 
Frank Yoder is no longer an elder.  When the commit-
tee was formed, one of the stipulations was that a mem-
ber of the Board of Elders would serve on the commit-
tee.   

A second change is that Lynn Hostetler will be assum-
ing the role of chair since Frank Yoder will be leaving 
for Germany in early January.  Frank will remain on the 
committee until January.  We made this change because 
if we have not completed our search by January, it will 
be better to have a person as chair who can serve in that 

capacity through the entire search process.  This will 
ensure continuity for candidates and avoid the disrup-
tion of changing chairs at a potentially sensitive time in 
the search. 

If you have any questions, you can ask any member of 
the Search Committee—Wanda Miller Beachy, Lynn 
Hostetler, Dave Koerner, Nate Miller, Nicki Miller, 
Robin Schrock, John Wallerich, or Frank Yoder. 

In addition to this announcement, the Search Commit-
tee wants the congregation to know that we remain 
committed to finding a person to fill the associate pas-
tor position at Kalona Mennonite.  We continue to look 
for a person with a strong commitment to the church 
and who has an ability to work 
with youth and young adults.  
Please continue to pray that God 
will lead that person to us. 
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Greetings From Nicaragua 
Kelsey Schrock 

Aliveness. This word has begun to 
hold a lot of meaning for how I 
want to live my faith. After living 
in Nicaragua for a year it’s easy to 
get in the same routine as anyone 
else. Although that routine does 
look quite a bit different than what 
my routine was back in the U.S., 
it’s still easy to fall into the trap of 
becoming numb and even cynical 
about my day to day tasks. No mat-
ter what your religion, culture or 
beliefs, I think aliveness captures 
what we all seek out of life—to be 
present, attentive, grateful, contem-
plative and content with where we 
are and who we’re with in this very 
moment.  

The idea of living our spirituality in 
terms of aliveness comes from a 
book entitled “We Make the Road 
by Walking” by Brian McLaren 
that I’ve recently started reading for 
weekly devotions. This book was 
suggested by a group of young peo-
ple that I’ve started meeting with 
for dinner and devotions every oth-
er Tuesday night. It’s been great to 
finally connect with a group of oth-
er like-minded people, a couple of 
them even fellow Mennonites! It’s 
funny actually how people respond 
here when I tell them I’m Mennon-
ite. They either mention having 
seen Mennonites on a TV show, 
most likely Mennonite Made or 
Breaking Amish…or (much more 
often) mention how every Mennon-
ite they’ve ever met has been one 
of the kindest, most hospitable and 
not to mention best cooks they’ve 
ever met. So I guess one realization 
I’ve had while living abroad is that 
the reputation of good down-to-
earth, simple living Mennonites 
goes way beyond Kalona, Iowa. 

Besides my devotional group, I stay 
pretty busy on weeknights with oth-
er activities including Latin 
Rhythms, a dance class at the Cen-
ter that I attend two nights a week 
as well as Wednesday community 
nights with my housemate Erika 
and other Center activities that pop 

up here and there. I’ve learned to be 
adaptable and open to change 
working here, since every day can 
look completely different as the 
activities and programs fluctuate 
throughout the year.  

Currently I’m helping out in a 3-
month violence prevention cam-
paign, which promotes healthy, non
-violent relationships and gender 
equality in the Batahola communi-
ty. Erika and I are also initiating a 
variety of environmental-themed 
activities with the young scholar-
ship students this month and are 
hoping to continue elaborating 
more next year if we can get some 
funding. I recently finished the last 
module of a series of four gender 
workshops that I got the opportuni-
ty to attend this year with four other 
Center staff. We’re also preparing 
to receive a delegation of 10 adults 
through our organization Voluntary 
Missionary Movement the first 
week of November. And all of that 
on top of our English class which is 
entering its 5th and final level that 
will end on Thanksgiving Day.  

Despite my busy work and personal 
life, I continue the struggle of find-
ing the things that make me feel 
alive…because these moments re-
mind me not to dwell on the past or 
worry about the future, but rather 
appreciate this very moment of the 
few that I have left of my time here 
in Nicaragua. Doing yoga, dancing 
salsa, stopping to chat with a 
coworker, attending a neighbor’s 
birthday party, taking in the sounds 
and smell of the rain, laughing with 
friends on the front porch, biting 
into a fresh mango. All of these 
things and more remind me why 
I’m here. 

I’m looking forward to being home 
for the holidays and especially hav-
ing the chance to see all of you in 
person very soon. Thanks again for 
all of your prayers and support. 
Abrazos y bendiciones!  

Congratulations! 

 

These people have 
reached a milestone, 50 
or more years of mar-
riage, or 80 or more 

years of life 

Don’t forget to send a 
card! The addresses are 
in your church directory. 

 

Anniversaries: 

Darrel & Janet Showalter, 
53 years, November 4 

Emil & Erma Ropp,      
66 years, November 25 

 

Birthdays: 

Mary Groh, November 9 

Eunice Yoder, November 
12 
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If I Knew… 
Contributed by Lynn Brenneman 

If I knew it would be the last time that I’d see you fall asleep, 

I would tuck you in more tightly and pray the Lord, your soul to keep. 

 

If I knew it would be the last time that I see you walk out the door, 

I would give you a hug and kiss and call you back for just one more. 

 

If I knew it would be the last time, I could spare an extra minute or two 

I would stop to say “I love you” instead of assuming, you know I do. 

 

If I knew it would be the last time I would be there to share your day 

instead of assuming you’d have so many more, I would not be so quick to let this 
one slip away. 

 

For surely we believe there’s always tomorrow to make up for an oversight, 

And that we always get a second chance to make everything right. 

There will always be another day to say our ‘I love you’s” 

And certainly there’s another chance to say our “Anything I can do’s?” 

 

But just in case I might be wrong, and today is all I get, 

I’d like to say how much I love you and I hope we never forget. 

 

Tomorrow is not promised to anyone, young or old alike, 

And today may be the last chance you get to hold your loved ones tight. 

 

So if you’re waiting for tomorrow, why not do it today? 

For if tomorrow never comes, you’ll surely regret the day, 

that you didn’t take that extra time for a smile, a hug, or a kiss 

and just think how you will feel if you were too busy to grant someone 

what turned out to be their one last wish. 

To Listen to KMC Worship Services from Your Phone: 

1.  Dial 656-2663 

2.  When asked for your participant code followed by the # key, dial 277467# 

3.  When asked for your name followed by the # key, say your name and push the # key. 

If you have any questions, check with Janice at the church office. 
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Last weekend, my husband Curt and I had the 

privilege to hear several Christian speakers at an 

Ignition Conference.  As an added blessing our 

daughter Larissa was there and our son Ben was 

able to attend the Saturday sessions.  We all left 

the conference full. We have a lot of things to fig-

ure out how to apply into our day to day lives.  It 

is too easy to leave meetings like these pumped up 

and ready to take on the world, but usually within 

a day or two I am operating as I had before the 

meetings.  So my prayer for this conference was 

and continues to be that I will not allow it to hap-

pen, that I will use what God showed me to deep-

en my relationship with Him.  So here I am trying 

to discern what God wants me to share with you.  I 

pray that the words I write will have a positive 

effect for His Kingdom and His Glory. 

One of the things that really struck me was shared 

by Ryan Edberg.  He told us that when we are dis-

obedient to God it affects more people than just 

ourselves.  For example, if Moses hadn’t killed the 

Egyptian (Exodus 2) and had to flee to the desert 

for 40 years, would the Israelites been set free 

sooner?  If Abraham and Sarah hadn’t tried to ful-

fill God’s promise through Hagar (Genesis 16), 

would Islam even exist? 

As I thought about this I began think of the re-

verse.  What if people hadn’t been obedient?  

What if the people at the Red Sea hadn’t been 

willing to step out? (Genesis 14)  What if the serv-

ants at the Wedding in Cana hadn’t been willing to 

fill the jugs with water? (John 2)  If these things 

hadn’t happened it would have impacted the faith 

of those who were there observing and those who 

were told about the event later. 

Our obedience to God is important to our relation-

ship with God, but it is also important to the peo-

ple around us.  How often do we rationalize our 

disobedience to God because what we sense God 

telling us to do doesn’t line up with the facts we 

know?  God’s requests for obedience will not al-

ways line up with the earthly facts that surround 

us.  God’s Truth (His Word) doesn’t line up with 

the “facts” we learn by human knowledge.  If it 

did, then water wouldn’t turn into wine, the Red 

Sea wouldn’t part, Peter wouldn’t walk on water, 

the walls of Jericho wouldn’t 

fall down, people wouldn’t be healed, Christ 

wouldn’t rise from the dead and the list goes on 

and on and on.   

It is absolutely necessary that we spend large 

amounts of time getting to know God.  We NEED 

to read His Word, to pray to Him, to listen for 

Him and to be open to Him changing our heart.  If 

we don’t, we will not be compelled to be obedient 

to His direction for our lives. Facts are natural.  

They are from man, so they can change.  Once 

upon a time, a fact would have been that the Earth 

was flat.  God’s Truth (His Word) is supernatural.  

It doesn’t change.  The only way we can recognize 

God’s Truth (God’s supernatural) over the world’s 

facts(the natural of the world) is to spend so much 

time in it that it is totally familiar to you.  Then it 

will be much easier to recognize.  Once we recog-

nize God’s guiding as Truth, it will be harder for 

us to disobey it because of earthly facts. 

The earthly fact is that walking around the walls 

of Jericho for several days and then shouting 

won’t bring the walls down.  The Supernatural 

Truth (God’s Truth) is that when we do what God 

tells us to, even when earthly facts tell us it is stu-

pid, God will act supernaturally in ways that will 

glorify Him, like bringing down the walls of Jeri-

cho.  Then people who do not know God will have 

an opportunity to see Him that they would not 

have had if we had not been obedient.  The obedi-

ence of God’s people is absolutely necessary, be-

cause it defies earthly facts and shows God for 

who He truly is. 

Obedience is my pursuit.  May I be so obedient to 

God that it defies all earthly facts.  May my 

boundaries be set by God’s Word and not by soci-

ety and the earthly wisdom around me.  May 

God’s glory be unable to miss because of the obe-

dience of His people.  May more people than we 

can imagine be drawn into God’s Kingdom be-

cause of His people’s faithfulness to His Word. 

All glory to God forever!  

As always, in pursuit. 

 

In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

  5 



KALONA MENNONITE 

CHURCH  

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

Phone: 319-656-2736 

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice 

Hostetler 

Articles for the Mustard 

Seed may be submitted to 

Shirley Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or placed 

in Shirley’s church mail-

box.  

Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler 

There are a lot of exciting new titles in the library this month! The library staff has 
been busy checking in new books. Stop by the book cart, or venture into the library 
and check out the New Book shelves to see what a feast is in store for you. Don’t 
forget the shelves of well read books and take a book or two home today! 

 

SPORTS FANS: Check out Sidelined, by Chuck Pa-
gano, head coach of the Indianapolis Colts, The Clos-
er, by Mariano Rivera, the best relief pitcher of all 
time, tells his story of his journey from Panama to Ma-
jor League Baseball.   

 

More very interesting biographies/memoirs include: 
Dallas and the Spitfire:An Old Car, an Ex-con and an 
Unlikely Friendship by Ted Kluck and Dallas Jahncke; Biking Across America by 
Paul Stutzman, Atlas Girl by Emily Wierenga; Me, Myself and Bob by Phil 
Vischer of Veggie Tales fame; and Notes From a Doctors Pocket by Robert D 
Lesslie, MD.   

 

Worried about your kids (or yourself) using too much technology? Read Growing 
Up Social by Gary Chapman and Arlene Pellicane for some ideas.  How about be-
ing too busy? Check out Crazy Busy: a (Mercifully) Short Book About a (Really) 
Big Problem by Kevin DeYoung.  

 

What happens when someone finds out that his blood relative is of a different race?  
Read this fascinating  historical novel and find out: Kinship Concealed: Amish 
Mennonite-African American Family Connections by Sharon Cranford and Dwight 
Roth. 

 

Favorite Fiction Author Feast! Jan Karon, Karen Kingsbury, Francine Rivers, 
Lauraine Snelling, Davis Bunn, as well as others are here. Check them out! 

 

There are some great kids books as well. Three you will want to read with your 
young ones by Francis Chan are The Big Red Tractor, Ronnie Wilson’s Gift,and 
Halfway Herbert. Also look for the Read ‘n Grow Picture Bible edited by Libby 
Weed and Bob & Larry’s Creation Vacation a Veggie Tales Book for Beginning 
Readers. 

 

Wait! That’s not all! We have updated some reference books to help you with your 
studies and questions. These are not for check out, but you may use them in the 
church library. Title include The Baker Illustrated Bible Commentary, Big Book of 
Bible Difficulties, The Moody Bible Commentary, and Holman Bible Atlas. 

 

Whatever your reading tastes are, you will find something to like in your own 
KMC library. 


